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TRULY REVEREND BRETHREN, | 


AN obſcure individual, who 


is conſcious of his own unwor- 

thineſs of being accounted one 
of your ſacred order, could ne- 
ver preſume to call your atten- 

tion to the ſentiments this letter 
is intended to convey, but from 
the ſincere hope of exciting the 
moſt able and venerable among 


you to the prevention of evils 
_ with 


E 
with which the malignant aſ- 
pect of the preſent time appa- 
rently threatens the eſtabliſned 
church. To the obſervation 

and experience of every one of 

you, an appeal is made reſpect- 
ing their exiſtence, their increaſe 


and magnitude: it is made out 


of ſincere attachment to our 
civil and religious eſtab! iſhment; | 
and ſuch a regard for the dig- 
nity of the paſtoral character, as 
every man muſt entertain who 
is well diſpoſed towards the 
church of England. The wri- 
ter depends on your acknow- 
+ liberality for an excuſe | 
for his temerity, in ſubmitting to 


gov 


41 
you his obſervations and opi- 
nions on this ſubjeck. 


The Ae don between ec- 
cleſiaſtical and civil government 
is neceſſarily ſo ſtrict, that the diſ- 
tinction of parties in the ſtate muſt 
ever be moſt powerful in the bias 
of mens minds towards particu- 
lar opinions in points of religion. 
Few are endowed with a ſuffi- 
cient ſhare, either of wiſdom or 
fortitude, to enable. them to 
relieve their religious notions 


entirely from the influence of 
temporal and intereſted conſis 
derations ; and it is to be appre- 
tended, that the defence of re- 
| ligious principles! is as frequently 
B 2 made 


r 
made an inſtrument of civil op- 
poſition, as it is the real cauſe 
for which ſuch contention is un- 
dertaken and continued. On 
this account, men of every de- 
5 ſeription that can be found, 
between the two extremes of 
licentious infidelity and abject 
ſuperſtition, connect themſelves 
in ſuch a manner as will appa- 
| rently contribute 'moſt to their 
preſent | proſpects or emolu- 
ments; which ſeem eaſily recon- 
cileable, as they flatter them- 
ſelves with religious or moral 
principles. In a country where 
toleration and liberty are ex- 
tended to the utmoſt, oppoſite 
1 | arrangements 


1 


arrangements of men and opi- 


nions will openly take place; 


and there will even accrue 
ſome advantage to the eſtabliſh- 
ed church, from the attention 
which its miniſters muſt conſe- 


quently preſerve towards the 
operations of its various and 


numberleſs opponents: : but there 


will alſo grow this unavoidable 


inconvenience, that they will be 


expoſed to all the cruelty of 


wanton defamation from many 
of the adverſaries of the eſta- 


bliſhment. If this went no 


farther than to the affliction and 
trial of the immediate ſufferers, 


we know in what manner they 
are 
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1 
are bound to endure it; but when 
it tends to the ſubverſion of the 

church, whoſe miniſters they 

are, and ſometimes even to that 
of the whole ſyſtem of revealed 

religion, there i is no precaution 
too wiſe that can be taken, no 
attention too ſtrict that can be 
given, no perſeverance too Zea- 
lous that can be maintained 


toward the prevention of ſo 
dreadful an effect. 


The laſt reſource of diſpu- 
tants, whoſe poſitions or whoſe 
arguments are weak, is abuſe of 
their opponents; hence ariſe the 
variety of calumnies deviſed and 


diſperſed 


6 


diſperſed againſt the friends or 
miniſters of the goſpel, the nu- 
merous attempts to ſow difſen- 


fion among them, and the miſ- 
repreſentations of their princi- 
ples, and views, and conduct, 


which are artfully calculated, 
0 if not to ſet them at variance, 
at leaſt to ſeparate them as far 


as poſſible. He who is an ene- 


my to the head, knows very well 


that ſchiſms among the mem- 
1 bers promote moſt N his 
1 evil deſigns. 


It is an ids which obtain a- 


mong many very learned men, 


| that the Chriſtian Church, in 
Eo its 
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its preſent ſtate, undergoes many 


, | perſecutions, of a different ſpe- 


cies indeed from thoſe which 
afflicted it in its infancy but 


not leſs dangerous or prejudicial 
to its welfare; that they are of a 
treacherous nature, approaching 


by unexpected avenues, and of- 
ten producing their baneful ef⸗ 


fects before they are diſcovered. 
Attempts to injure Chriſtia- 
nity, by attacks on the charac- 
ters of its miniſters, are not the | 


leaſt formidable of theſe contri- 
vances; and though the think- 


ing part of mankind are aware 
of the. futility of the argument, . 
which 1 18 founded on ſuch pre- 


tences 


bo 
; 


e 
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tences; it is certain, that the 


generality are wonderfully miſs 


led by this ſhadow of reaſon- 


ing. 


It d be l im pertinent to at- 


tempt giving any new informa- 
tion on theſe Points, to thoſe from 


whoſe experience and obſerva- 


tion the author might, undoubt- 
edly, derive much knowledge; 
the following inſtances are there- 
fore offered only as an appeal to 
both, in proof of the detriment 
ſuſtained by the church, by the 


induſtrious calumniators of its 


injured miniſters, 


20 . oa 
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Certain ſectaries very fre- 
quently declare their belief, that 
the moſt attentive : and exem- 


plary of the clergy cheriſh in 


their own minds thoſe very opi- 
nions which occaſion the dif- 
ference between their ſect and 


the eſtabliſned church; what- 


ever may be the doctrines theſe 
clergymen profeſs privately, or 
teach in public. They aſcribe 
this diſagreement between their 
principles and conduct to the. 
infirmity of human nature, 8 
dread of ſingularity, or an at- 
tachment to temporal honour or 
emolument. While they thus 
endeavor to eſtabliſh their own 


particular 


Po 2 b * 


tis ) 
particular tenets upon the au- 
thority of men acknowledged 
to be reſpectable in point of un- 
derſtanding and character, they 
detract from the weight of ſuch 
doctrines as it is the duty and the 
endeavor of thoſe very miniſters 
to inculcate, by caſting impu- 
tations on the purity of, their 
intentions, the ſincerity of their 
profeſſions, and their well- 
grounded and regulated zeal, 
| Sometimes theſe aſſertions are 
of a general nature, and extend 
to the whole body of the clergy 
of the eſtabliſhed church; ſome- 
times are particular, and levelled 
againſt certain eminent perſons. 
„„ C 2 In - 
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In this latter caſe, they are ſup+ 
ported commonly upon ſome 
ſentence in a diſcourſe or publi- 
cation, unfairly detached from 
the context, ſome charitable 
exchange of the duties of Chriſ- 

tianity between theſe miniſters 
and the advocates for ſuch prin- 
ciples, ſome notion, aſſumed 
| concerning their inclination to 
certain political parties, and even 
ſometimes upon a mere opinon, 
haſtily and partially adopted, 
of their diſpoſitions and cha- 
racers diametrically oppoſite ta 
the real nature of both, How- 
ever it may be, the attention 
always paid to remarkable per- 
ſons, 


1 

ſons, and the envy inſepara- 

bly attendant on merit, produce 
an avidity of learning what- 
ever degrades illuſtrious men, 
of which theſe ſectaries avail 
themſelves with very great ſuc- 
ceſs toward the propagation of 
their favourite opinions. As 
an inſtance, out of many, in 
proof of what has been aſſerted; 
the clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, are very frequently, and 
very falſely accuſed of deviating 
from thoſe articles which they 
ſubſcribed. previous to ordina- 
tion; and Calviniſtical teachers, 
in particular, bring this accuſa- 
tion againſt them, affirming, 
that 


814 
that with reſpe& to the doctri- 
nal points of predeſtination, elec- 
tion, and reprobation, they preach 
more conformably to the arti- 
cles than the clergy themſelves. 
Frequent ſermons upon thoſe 
doctrinal points in which they 
diſſent from us, explaining the 
| ſenſe of our church concerning 
them, appear, with all ſubmiſ- 
ſion to your wiſdom and judg- 
ment, of great importance, not 
only to our vindication from 
this aſperſion, but to prevent a 
miſapprehenſion in our hearers, 
that thoſe teachers differ in theſe 
points rather from us, than from 
the church whoſe articles we 
bare ſubſcribed. 3 
Diſſen- 


(135 + 


Diſſenſions bet: ween miniſters 


of the eſtabliſhed church, are, 


it is to be feared, frequently and 
ſucceſsfully attempted to be 
ſown by the enemies of its peace 
and honor. Even concerning. 
the diſcharge of our important 
duties, oppoſite opinions will 
unavoidably ariſe ; and our ene- 
mies will not fail to take ad- 
vantage from thoſe infirmities 
which are part of our nature. Ik. 
we contend together, it is to be 


apprehended, that obſtinacy, or 


a deſire of ſuperiority, will of- 


ten not only prevent the diſco- 
very of truth, but divert our 


purſuit of it to perſonal enmity. 


and 


1 e 

* rivalſhip. This 1 is a Bia 
tion to which the enemies of the 

eſtabliſhment, and the enemies 
of revelation love to reduce us: 
when this is once effected, the 
former declare triumphantly, 
that the goſpel is not of conten- 
tion; the latter, that a plan of 
religion muſt be ill contrived, 
which cannot produce in the 
very teachers of it, the meek- 
neſs and humility which it aſ- 
ſumes as characteriſtics. Sy 


If diſſenſions among us, ori- 
ginate from oppoſition of tem- 
poral intereſts, the adverſaries 
never fail to exaggerate firmneſs 

. into 


1 1 . | ) 
into obſtinacy, the defence of 
right, into uſurpation ; ; and the 
moſt juſt proſecution of it, in- 
to fraudulent rapacity. Men al- 
ways will prefer a comparative 


view of their own conduct with 


that of others, to an application | 
of the ftrait rule of right to the 
crookedneſs of their ways; and 
deviations from the line of 
rectitude by teachers, are too 
flattering and encouraging, not 
to be attended with avidity, or 
even feigned with ingenuity by 
all who want a more rational 
vindication of themſelves. - 


e Hence 


( 18 * 
Hence the common and al- 
moſt unavoidable failings of hu- 
man nature are ſounded abroad; 
the perfections of an exem- 
plary conduct are diſregarded, 
except by a ſmall company of 
thoſe who muſt immediately 
reap advantage from it; while 
others aſcribe to auſterity, or 
5 perhaps to hypocriſy, virtues 
whoſe luſtre dazzles and afflits 
| them. 


If the practice of religious 
and moral duties is conſidera- 
bly relaxed, as well as the faith 

of the weaker brethren debili- 


tated through theſe unjuſt re- 
preſentations 


1 19 ) 
preſentations of the conduct of 
individuals engaged in the mi- 
niſtry, it is undoubtedly an ob- 
ject of the higheſt concern, and 
an eſſential branch of our duty 
to prevent the unwary and un- 
deſignin g from being miſled by 5 
theſe iniquitious impokitions on 
their credulity. 


And as it has pleaſed God to 

call us to the labor of his vine- 
yard, and to the performance of 
his great and glorious work, 
not only the example we ſhould 
afford, but the effectual diſ- 
charge of our duty, demands 
from us ſuch an union with 


D 2 cach 


1 


_ each other in Chriſt, as will 
prevent our hearing with pa- 
tience, much more our attend- 
ing with ſatisfaction to reports, 
or ſurmiſes, or inſinuations a- 
gainſt each other, which may 
tend to alienate the diſciple from 
the teacher, to diminiſh confi- 
dence, or undermine authority. 
I cannot be ſo much miſtaken, 
I hope, as to be ſuppoſed even 
to hint, that the charity \ which 
covereth a multitude of fins, 
ſhould. be proſtituted to ſanctify 
them i in the very inſtances where- 
in they are leaſt to be excuſed; 
if the accuſation is direct 5 a 


well ſupported, the utmoſt that 
can 


( 21 ) 


can be done, is to remind our 
hearers of the diſtinction be- 
tween the perfection of Chriſt's 
doctrine, and the infirmities 
from which we all feel, but too 
ſenſibly, the taſk of propagating 
it, exempts no man: but if the 

accuſation appears plainly to de- 
rive its origin from diſaffection 
to religion, or our national 


church, an abhorrence of all 


controul, and an attachment to 
immorality; if we perceive that 
men are ſtudious thus to deceive 
themſelves, to vindicate an ill 
conduct on the authority of bad 


examples, or abſurdly to throw 


an imputation on revealed re- 
ligion, | 
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ligion, on account of the miſ- 


conduct of the defenders of it; 
and if we diſcover, as we gene- 
. muſt when ſuch is the mo- 
tive, that truth is violated . | 
the reports which are circulated, 


and received with avidity ; : there 


can be no doubt, whether or 
not, the diſcouragement of them 


is incumbent on us, and worthy 
of the employment of our beſt 
diſcretion, and moſt active per- 
ſeverence. For reports of this 


nature receive additional ſtren gth 
even from the ſilent attention of 


men of character, and are from 
that moment dif] perſedv with an ap- 
parent ſanction, when once they 
. have ; 


( 23 ) 
have proceeded as far as into the 
preſence of a man of this de- 
ſcription, without being ſtigma- 
tized with his diſapprobation. 
It is very often ſufficient to over- 


throw the objections raiſed a- 


gainſt particular perſons, to en- 
quire into the authority on which 
they are founded, and enquiries 


of this nature are conſiſtent 
with the utmoſt moderation and 
meckneſs of ſpirit ; and it would 
be, moſt certainly, unbecoming 


to diveſt ourſelves of theſe, even 


when we are engaged in this | 


important defence of our calum- 
niated brethren, But it ſeems 


alſo highly incumbent upon us 
"20: 
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( 24 ) 
to repreſent moſt ſeriouſly to 
perſons inclined to calumniate 
miniſters in this manner, the 
injury they do religion, under 
an appearance of zeal; and if 
be deſign of this dark com- 
plexion is evidently their mo- 
tive, reproof, though admini- 
ſtered with the ſharpeſt 8 
3 both juſt and expedient. It 
is, indeed, to be br ee 
that the licentiouſneſs with 
which ſuch topics are commonly 
converſed upon, would never 
have wandered into ſuch an ex- 
5 travagance, if too patient an 
ear had not generally been lent 
to the calumniators of the firſt 
and 


TTYWYy 
and moſt exemplary characters. 
This may ſometimes be owing 


to a flattering compariſon but 
too artfully drawn between the 
abſent object of animadverſion 
and the hearer; but that man 
muſt catch at every vain ſhadow 
of commendation - who can 


deign to accept it on ſach diſ- 


honorable terms, who can re- 


ceive with complacency the ſa- 


crifice of a brother's reputation 


or tacitly aſſent to a prejudice 


being ſuſtained by the cauſe of 
8 for the ſake of 


a private and W gra- 


tienten 
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The Intention of what has 
been ſubmitted to Vou on this 
ſubject, is by no means that of 
| propoſing to the clergy to bind 
themſelves in a criminal conſe- 
deracy againſt the rights and 
reaſon of mankind. He muſt 
be preſumptuous in the higheſt 
degree who would dare to hint 
ſuch a propoſal to you; but in- 
deed the preſent ſtate of reli- 
gion in this country, the nu- 
merous and various attacks on 
it from ſectaries and from he- 
retics; the contrivances againſt 
it of deiſts, minute philoſo- 
phers, and that numerous claſs 
who conſider religion as a mere 
engine 


5 
5 


27) 
engine of ſtate, are ſo formida- 
ble, that no circumſpection can 
be too acute, no attention too 
vigilant, no union too ſtrict to 
obviate their ill effects. 


It ſeems, beyond a doubt that 
theſe dangers ariſe in great mea - 


ſure from abuſes of that reli- 


gious freedom which is eſta- 


bliſhed among us; but the cler- 
gy ſhould conſider themſelves, 
both ſeparately and collectively, 


as the guardians of the truth; 


it is their office to prevent any 
unfair violences being committed 


againſt it; againſt open attacks 
it will defend itſelf, but the 


E . | traiterous 


TT 7. 
traiterous machinations of thoſe 
who would ſeduce or weaken its 
partizans, ſow diſſenſions among 
; them, relax or diſſolve the ties 
of ſubordination and fellowſhip 
that connect them, are of the 
utmoſt i importance to the cauſe 
in which they are engaged, and 
is to the ſucceſs of their labours 
LR its ſupport. To behold with 
indifference, to obſerve with 
patience, and to animate with 
encouragement the authors of 
theſe deſigns in the execution of 
them, are therefore different 
degrees of treachery, incompa- 
tible with the character of a 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt. Thoſe 


who 


(29) 


who ſuffer perſonally from the 


miſrepreſentations of our religi- 
ous eſtabliſhment, are both, as 


to number and conſequence, of 
great importance to its proſpe- 
rity, and indeed the moſt ex- 
poſed to theſe ſufferings are men 
whoſe ſtation, or whoſe character 
ſhould en ſure to them the vene- 
ration of all, inſtead of the vio- 


lence of injuſtice or the cruelty 
of inſult. 


There is no one, it is to be 


feared, who hath diligently la- 


boured in the important duties ; 
of our calling, whoſe experience 


of the craft and bitterneſs of our 


adverſaries doth not convince 


him 
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E 
him of the obligation and neceſ- 
fity we are under of defending 
the cauſe of truth, when at- 
tacked in the perſons of our in- 
jured brethren. As for thoſe who 
are conſcious of ſuffering i in that 
| cauſe, I need only recall to them 
the words of St. Peter, © If ye 
| ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, 
happy are ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, neither be trou- 
bled; but ſanctify the Lord God 
in your! hearts: and be ready al- 
ways to give an anſwer to every 
man that aſkethyou a reaſon ofthe 
hope that is in you with meekneſs 
and fear. Having a good con- 
ſcience, chat whereas they ſpeak i 
—_ evil 


. 
evil of you as of evil doers, they 


may be aſhamed that flalſly ac- 
cuſe your good converſation in 
Chriſt. For it is better, if the 
will of God be ſo, that ye ſuffer 
for well-doing than from evil- 
doing.“ 


19 5 Little more has been done or 
attempted i in this letter, than to 
direct your attention to an evil, 
in the exiſtence and magnitude 

of which the maturer ex perience 
of many of thoſe to whom it is 
addreſſed, muſt have well in- 
ſtructed them. It is the duty 

of the meaneſt ſoldier to appriſe 
| his ſuperiors of the movements 


18 


of the enemy, as they appear 
from his ſtation, and the object 
to which their approaches are 
apparently directed: the impor- 
tance of the infor mation, the 
danger to be apprehended, and 
the means of repelling i it, their 
wiſdom muſt determine and 
their prudence direct. If it 
may be allowed to conclude from "Is 
a circumſeribed obſervation of 
the manners of the preſent day, | 


it may be preſumed that even 


that is not deficient of a proof, | 
| that the minds of many of thoſe 
committed to our charge are 


alienated from the dodrine 


Which * we ye preach by falſe and 


malicious 15 


I 

malicious attacks upon the cha- 
racters of thoſe miniſters on 
whom they ſhould depend for 


inſtruction; that our adverſaries, 


1 encouraged by their ſucceſs a- 


mong the moſt zealous and beſt 


intentioned, proſecute the plan 
of increaſing diſcord between 


the teacher and the diſciple; 


and that the utmoſt vigilance ? 
and induſtry on our part can 
alone prevent the prevalence 


of their malignant endeavors 
to orenihirols the whole fabric of 
religion by gradually weakening 

the Pillars of 1 it, 
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meaſures 
counteract 15 deſigns and ope- 
rations of the enemies of His 
moſt Holy Name, againſt the ; 
peace and profp erity of His 


Chu rch. 


* he A 2 thus been 


ſubmitted to your conſideration, 


may it pleaſe the Almighty of 


His Infinite Goodneſs to direct 
you to the e of ſuch 


will effectually 5 
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HW th the bighef Reſpect 
7 "Mm reverend Brethren, 
our eie, Br other i in riß. 
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